The Preface, 

great a perfection, fuch a Mechanical Hand, and fo Philofophical a 
Mind. 

But at lafi,being affuredboth by Dr. Wilkins, and Dr. Wren himfilf 
that he had given over hi* intentions of profecuting it, and not finding that 
there was any elfe defign'd the pur filing of itjfet upon this undertaking, and 
was not a little incouragd to proceed in it, by the Honour the Royal Society 
was pleas'd to favour me with fin approving of thofe draughts ( which from 
timetotime as Ibadan opportunity of deferibing') I preferred to them. And 
particularly by the Incitements of divers of thofe Noble and excellent Per- 
fins of it, which were my more effecial Friends,wbo were not lefl urgent with 
me for the publifhing, then for the profecution of them. 

After I had almofi compleated thefe Pictures and Obfervations ( sa- 
ving had divers of them ingraven , and was ready to find them to the 
Prefix I was inform'd, that the Ingenious P by fitian Dr. Henry Power 
had made fiver al Microfcopical Obfervations,wbicb had l not afterwards , 
upon our inter changably viewing each others Papers, found that they wete 
for the mofi part differing from mine, either in the Subject itfelf , or in the 
particulars taken notice of ; and that his defign was only to print Gbfir- 
vations without Pictures,! had even then fupprefled what I had fo far pro- 
ceeded in. But being further excited by fever al of my Friends , in comply - 
ance with their opinions , that it would not be unacceptable to fever al inqui- 
fitive Men, and hoping dlfi , that I fhould thereby difeover fmething 
New to the World, I have at length caji in my Mite, into the vafi Treafu- 
ry of A Philofophical Hiftory . And it is my hope, as well as belief, that 
thefimy Labours will be no more comp arable to the Produftions of many 
other Natural Philolophers, who are now every where bufie about greater 
things; then my little Objects are to be compar'd to the greater and more 
beautiful Works of Nature, A Flea , a Mite , a Gnat , to anUorfe,an Fie- 
phant, or a Lyon* 
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